
 

 
 
 

Sermon Based Study GUIDE 
Pastor Charlie Riley 
Celebrating the Irreplaceable Role of Mothers 
 
​ ​  

Opening & Prayer:​​ ​ ​  
Today is all about honoring and celebrating mothers—their unique role, their sacrifices, and the 
profound impact they have on our lives. From the humorous things kids say about their moms to the 
deep truths of Scripture, it’s clear that mothers are a special gift from God, designed with purpose 
and intention. There’s nothing quite like a mother’s heart: it believes in us when no one else does, 
roots for us in ways that shape our confidence, and leaves a mark that lasts a lifetime. Even Jesus’ 
first miracle was prompted by His mother’s faith in Him, showing the power of a mother’s belief. 
 
“Father, I thank you for the mothers out there.  Whether they are biological, spiritual, step, or 
adoptive mother, we thank you for them.  We choose to honor them and celebrate them as we go 
through this study on mothers.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Scripture: 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and​
the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. And 
when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said 
to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” John 2:1-5  

And the Lord God caused a ​deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and​
He took one of his ribs (tsela- beam or side), and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib (tsela- 
beam or side) which the Lord God had taken from man He ​made into a woman, ​and He brought her 
to the man. Gen 2:21  

And it was paneled with cedar above the beams (tsela- beam or side) that were on forty-five pillars, 
fifteen to a row. 1 Kings 7:3  

Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 
22:6  

My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law of your mother. Bind them 
continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck. When you roam, they will lead you; When 
you sleep, they will keep you; And when you awake, they will speak with you. Proverbs 6:20-22  

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother,” which is 
the first commandment with promise: “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the 
earth.” And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training 
and admonition of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:1-4  

Her children rise up and call her blessed; Proverbs 31:28  

Go Deeper:​
Mothers are the champions of sacrifice, often putting their children’s needs above their own, 
sometimes in ways that go unseen or unappreciated. Their strength is often hidden, but it’s 
foundational—like the beam in a house, holding everything together. The Bible’s creation story hints 
at this, describing woman as the “beam” taken from Adam’s side, a support structure essential to the 
home.​
​
A mother’s instructions are invaluable. The lessons, discipline, and wisdom passed down shape not 
just childhood but the course of a person’s life. It’s a mother’s voice that often first teaches us about 
God, about right and wrong, about self-control, and about honor. These are not just rules, but the 
building blocks of character and faith. In a world that sometimes discourages parents from 
parenting, it’s more important than ever for mothers to speak truth, set boundaries, and model a 
relationship with God.​
​
 



 
Finally, every mother leaves a legacy. The faith and values passed from one generation to the next 
are treasures more valuable than any material inheritance. The Bibles of my mother and 
grandmother are reminders of the spiritual heritage that shaped me. Whether perfect or not, a godly 
mother’s influence is a blessing that echoes through generations. Today, we honor all 
mothers—those who are with us, those who have gone before, and those who long to be mothers. 
May you be encouraged, strengthened, and blessed, knowing your role is irreplaceable and your 
legacy eternal. 
 

Key Takeaways:​
A Mother’s Heart Believes When No One Else Does ​
There is a unique power in a mother’s belief. Even before anyone else sees potential, a mother’s faith 
can call forth greatness, as seen when Mary prompted Jesus’ first miracle. This kind of 
encouragement shapes identity and confidence, reminding us that the voice of a mother carries 
weight that can change the course of a life. [09:41]​
​
The Sacrifice of a Mother is Unmatched ​
Mothers often give up their own comfort, desires, and even needs for the sake of their children. True 
sacrifice is not just about grand gestures but the daily, often invisible, choices to put others first. This 
sacrificial love reflects the heart of God and leaves a lasting impression on the lives it 
touches. [14:52]​
​
Mothers are the Hidden Strength of the Home ​
Though their strength may go unnoticed, mothers are the beams that uphold the family structure. 
Their resilience, wisdom, and steadfastness provide stability and support, enabling others to thrive. 
Recognizing this hidden strength helps us appreciate the foundational role mothers play in both 
family and faith. [17:10]​
​
The Instructions of a Mother Shape Lifelong Character ​
A mother’s teaching goes beyond rules—it forms the core of who we become. By instilling faith, 
self-control, discernment between good and evil, and honor, mothers equip their children for life’s 
challenges. These lessons, rooted in love and discipline, are seeds that bear fruit for 
generations. [19:24]​
A Mother’s Legacy is Her Greatest Gift ​
The spiritual and moral legacy a mother leaves is more enduring than any material possession. 
Passing down faith, wisdom, and love creates a heritage that blesses not only her children but future 
generations. The impact of a godly mother is seen in the lives she shapes and the faith she 
inspires. [35:06] 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=581s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=892s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=1030s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=1164s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=2106s


 

Learning and growing: 
1.  In John 2:1-5, what role did Mary play in Jesus performing His first miracle? How did her belief in 
Him influence the situation? [09:41] 
 
2.  The sermon says mothers often make sacrifices that go unseen or unappreciated. Why might 
these hidden sacrifices be so foundational to a family’s life? [14:52] 
 
3.    Think about a time when someone believed in you before anyone else did. How did that impact 
your confidence or choices? For parents: How can you intentionally show belief in your children this 
week? [09:41] 
 
4.  The sermon emphasized the importance of mothers teaching about faith, resisting evil, 
self-control, and honor. Which of these areas do you feel strongest in passing on (or receiving)? 
Which area do you want to grow in, and what’s one step you can take? [19:24] 
 
5. For those who have lost mothers, have complicated relationships, or long to be mothers: How can 
the church family support and honor you? What encouragement from today’s message can you hold 
onto or share with others? [36:00] 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 
 
“Father, thank you again for all the mother figures in our lives.  Thank you for guiding them to leave 
a legacy through their children by being that example of what your love looks like.  We celebrate 
them and honor them through our actions every day.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=581s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=892s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=581s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=1164s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms6xPscHhUk&t=2160s

