
 

 
 
 

Sermon Based Study GUIDE 
Pastor Charlie Riley 

Independence day 

Opening & Prayer:​ ​ ​  

The call to patriotism ties worship to place. Psalm language sits on the front end, 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,” and that blessing is named as the 
founders’ intention, not a late edit. The founding vision sets the Bible, not vague 
spirituality, at the center, so “religion and morality” reads as Christian doctrine and 
Christian virtue. The creed of the founders, even with theological rough edges, moves 
in the direction of one God, providence, worship, immortality, and justice, and that 
creed fuels public life rather than hiding in private corners.  
 
“Father, thank you for placing us in a country that allows us to worship and praise you 
freely.  We pray that you lead our study and our leaders as we dive into how you 
founded our country.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Scripture: 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance. 
Psalm 33:12  

 

Go Deeper: 

The Constitution’s opening, “We the people,” flips a world where the king defines 
rights. The doctrine of God given rights declares that people are created, therefore 
there is a Creator, and from that Creator come life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. The text of those truths pushes dignity down to every person, then pushes 
authority back up to governments that exist by consent, not compulsion. The contrast 
between king and citizen becomes the contrast between collectivism and the individual 
person standing before God. The garden scene confirms it, Adam responsible for 
Adam, Eve for Eve, and that pattern becomes civil wisdom, laws protecting the person, 
not dissolving the person into the crowd. 

The bill of rights names freedom to worship, speak, assemble, and the right to keep 
and bear arms, not for hunting but for guarding life when power runs off the rails. Early 
courts even recognized Christianity’s public footing while refusing to baptize any one 
denomination as state church. The founders’ own warning says a constitution only fits a 
moral and religious people, so biblical morality remains oxygen for the republic. 

The duty to resist tyranny grows out of Scripture. Gideon and company do not bow to 
wicked decrees, so conscience bows to God first, then to government as it serves 
God’s good order. The greatness of America is finally traced to goodness, “pulpits 
aflame with righteousness,” a moral fire that warms liberty and sends aid to the 
hurting. 

The cautions of the hour warn against ignorance that shrugs at stewardship, against 
socialism and its cousins that flatten persons into a collective, and against any political 
project that refuses to assimilate under equal laws. Personal responsibility, private 
property, and free exchange sit with the Bible’s call for each person to answer for his 
own work. The path forward is simple and strong, pray for the land, learn the story, 
step into public life, and protect body and soul, because the Lord still rules, and hope 
is not on ballot but on the throne. 

 

 



 

Key Takeaways: 

1. Patriotism and Christianity belong together. The founders tied love of country to 

love of God, not as rivals but as partners in public good. When worship is free and the 

Bible shapes conscience, civil life gains backbone. The church honors God best when it 

seeks the peace of the city, and a free land helps that worship run strong. [07:36] 

2. Rights are received, not granted. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness come 

from the Creator, so no ruler can invent or erase them. When rights are gifts, people 

carry dignity that does not rise and fall with elections. That truth both humbles leaders 

and emboldens citizens to protect what heaven has already signed over. [14:27] 

3. Individual responsibility beats collectivism. Scripture deals with persons, not 

faceless masses, so accountability runs person to God before it runs person to state. 

Rewards for faithfulness are righteous, and envy corrodes both neighbor love and 

industry. A culture that honors initiative also trains hearts to give freely rather than to 

grasp resentfully. [34:46] 

4. Godly resistance is real obedience. When a government destroys the ends of safety 

and liberty, altering or abolishing it becomes a duty, not a tantrum. Hebrews style 

courage names wickedness as wicked and refuses to bless it with compliance. 

Conscience bows to God first, then honors just laws precisely because they mirror 

God’s good order. [21:09] 

5. Pray, learn, engage, and protect. Intercession keeps love hot while study keeps 

discernment sharp. Participation through voting, serving, and speaking makes light 

visible where darkness gathers. Spiritual and practical vigilance protect the heart from 
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fear and the body from harm, because the King of the earth still holds the timeline. 

[49:52] 

 

 

Learning and growing: 
1. According to Psalm 33:12, what is the source of a nation’s blessing? How does this 
connect to the idea that rights come from God rather than governments? [14:27] 
 
 
2. If rights come from God, how might this truth change the way you respond to 
policies or cultural movements that conflict with biblical values? [14:27] 
 
 
 
3. Individual responsibility includes stewarding personal gifts and resources. Are there 
areas where you’ve allowed a “victim mentality” to hinder your initiative or gratitude? 
How can you shift toward biblical ownership of your choices? [34:46] 
 
 
4. The sermon warns against ignorance and apathy. What habits could you adopt to 
better educate yourself about history, current events, or Scripture to strengthen your 
discernment? [31:34] 
 
 
5. Protecting spiritual and physical freedom involves vigilance. What is one way you can 
actively guard your heart from fear or deception while also preparing practically to 
defend your liberties? [50:05] 
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Closing Prayer: 
“Father, thank you for placing us in a country that allows us to worship and praise you 
freely.  We ask that you continue to bless our country and our leaders.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray, amen.” 
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